Impact of One Health Approach in management of Monkeypox outbreaks in Nigeria
from September 2017 to August 2021
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BACKGROUND

Monkeypox In Nigeria was first reported to
Nigeria Centre for Disease Control (NCDC) on
22nd of September 2017. The outbreak was
reported from a family residing Iin Yenagoa
Local Government Area of Bayelsa State, with

sudden onset of fever followed Dby
vesiculopustular rashes. History taken revealed
exposure to monkey about a month earlier to
onset. Considering that Monkeypox IS a

zoonotic disease of public health importance, It
becomes both national and international public
health concern necessitating adoption of One
Health Approach to prevent, detect, respond
and control Monkeypox outbreak in Nigeria.

METHODS

Secondary data analysis of Nigerian Monkeypox
database of cases over a period of 4 years between
September 2017 to August 2021 obtained from Nigeria
Centre for Disease Control, Monkeypox outbreak
situation reports were analyzed using Microsoft excel
2016 and line graph.

A multisectoral, International outbreak investigation
was undertaken to identify sources and risk factors,
establish surveillance, and enhance preparedness In
collaboration among human, animal, and
environmental health institutions towards management
of monkeypox outbreaks In Nigeria, A multiagency
Interdisciplinary emergency operations center (EOC)
was activated on October 9, 2017; the EOC facilitated
joint epidemiologic Investigations, targeted risk
communication, and developed laboratory diagnostic
capacity for human and animal specimens. An incident
action plan and Interim national guidelines were
developed, and a protocol for active monkeypox
survelllance In animals was developed, targeting high-
riIsk areas at the human-animal Iinterface, such as
markets that sell bush meat, wildlife parks, zoos, and
farms.
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The One Health collaborative approach adopted
by Nigeria iIn management of Monkeypox within
the reporting period has made significant impact,
which might account for the decline of CFR to
zero In 3 years consecutively; 2019, 2020 and
2021. Therefore, Strengthening of One Health
structures is critical in Nigeria and every other
country.
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